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Which biodiversity discourses have been 
identified in the academic literature and how 
can they be characterized?

6

• Seminal articles: Berry et al. (2018); Drury et al. (2022); 
Gustafsson (2013); Oluasson and Uggla (2021); Takala et al. 
(2022).
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Results

Global or Mixed Studies = 24



9

Results



10

Results



BIODIVERSITY AND 
RELATED CONCEPTS
- in the popular press

Mirjam Schleiffer, Barbara Smith, Donna Udall, Grania 
Cooke, Frode Singsaas, Ilkhom Soliev, Carmen Czett, 
Marta Bonetti, Matteo Villa, Linda Fitzka, Blanka
Loučková, Vinícius Mendes, Robert Home

August 2, 2023



• Hungary (4), Austria, Czech Republic, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, 
the Netherlands, United Kingdom (6), and Norway. 

• From each, five highly circulated national news outlets, that 
represent a broad scope of ideologies and target demographics

• Top 10 relevant articles in 2022
• 391 articles analysed 
• Classifying news outlets according to political stance based on EU 

Political Barometer  

Data collection and Analysis
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• Overview



Results- Political stance
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• “Othering” text found in right wing news outlets (n=17)

• “Raising hope” text more prevalent among right and centre 
news outlets (n=110)

• “Warning” rhetoric was found across the political spectrum 
often quite emotional or sensational (n=161). 
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Data collection and analysis
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• Five relevant and diverse political 
parties in Austria, Italy, Norway and 
Switzerland 

• Top 10 relevant press releases

• Classifying parties based on 
ParlGov (Döring, 2016)
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• Largely anthropocentric values assigned

• Ecocentric values in Green, Social democratic and Liberal 
parties

• Persuading rhetorics were most important

• Accusing rhetorics also dominant

• Analysis of suggested measures

• Largely anthropocentric values assigned

• Ecocentric values in Green, Social democratic and Liberal 
parties

• Persuading rhetorics were most important

• Accusing rhetorics also dominant

• Analysis of suggested measures
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Summary of all Pillars- Main Findings
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Warning, Persuading, 
Calling for action, 

Accusing and Informing

4)



Rhetoric Function
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Conclusions
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• The term biodiversity is rarely understood, which leaves it 
open to use, or perhaps abuse, by actor groups to further 
their agenda.

• Hypothesis that language is chosen strategically to 
persuading an audience to act (or not) or to justify their own 
action or inaction.

• Implicitly supported by results from news outlets, political 
parties, and NGOs. Explicitly supported by the results from 
the business actor group.
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understanding Plural values, intersectionality, Leverage points, Attitudes, Norms, behaviour and 

social IEarning in Transformation for Biodiversity decision making
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