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For centuries, seeds have been passed from hand to hand all over the world: farmers and
gardeners have been cultivating, selecting, storing, exchanging, marketing, and caring for the
seeds. However, in the currently dominant production-focused, profit-maximising agriculture

seeds are treated solely as an input, among others, so as to maintain output growth. Our INFORMAL

research in PLANET4B revealed an alternative vision for the seed system, one that, as opposed SEED SYSTEM

SEED BANKS to the currently dominant growth-obsessed paradigm, puts reciprocal care (humans-care for Self-organising and
Local and national seed seeds, seeds care for humans) into the focus of its operating logic. The character of the seed resilient networks with

banks, operating diverse system also changes: it transforms into a self-organising and resilient network, with self- a self-regenerative potential,
organisational forms regenerative potential, populated by a variety of actors of equal status and with free access. populated by a variety
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SOCIAL
INNOVATION

Family-based, small-
and medium-sized
breeding and seed
growing companies

AGRI-CULTURE

Life proliferating
around seeds, an endless
potential for learning
and development
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Amateur gardeners,
small-scale farmers and
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vegetable growers
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